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Introduction

One of the most deadly enemies that faced the early Christian church was the notion that Christ alone was not adequate for salvation.  Even though the controversy seemed to have been resolved by Paul and the early apostles as recorded in Acts 15, yet the infant church consisting predominately of Jewish converts including a large number of priests (Acts 6:7) still felt that new converts were under the law. Many of these Hebrew Christians from Jerusalem accepted Jesus as the Promised Messiah, as the Lamb of God who died for men’s sin, but were convinced that Christians were required to live under the Mosaic Law—including Gentiles who became Christians.  This meant that all non-Jews had to be circumcised and had to follow the Laws,  and festivals honoring special Jewish days.  These Hebrew Christians were called Judaizers by the Apostle Paul.  Because of this theological issue, the young church felt the tension within, but also was persecuted by non-Christian Jews
Then, around AD 67, when Nero was emperor, the Christian Church began experiencing persecution from Romans.   The capital city of Rome had gone up in flames.  Arson was conjectured and Nero diverted attention away from himself as the arsonist by blaming the Christians.  At this point the Jewish people and their religion were still tolerated by Rome, but  new Christians were targeted to be a secret subversive society and a threat to Rome’s “National Security!”  It was not easy to be a Christian, as persecution became rampant 
During this period as the Christian doctrine concerning the sufficiency of Christ came under attack by Judaizers within the church and by Jews outside the church, many Jewish converts to Christianity began to revert back to the old practices and customs of Judaism from which they had departed.  Due to the threats of zealous Jews, many of the Hebrew Christians seriously questioned: Who has the truth, the followers of Christ or the followers of Moses?  Where is the authority of the Old Testament to be found in Jesus or in Mosaic Traditions?  
These were some possible circumstances and issues which prompted the writing of the Book of Hebrews.  The unknown author, developed a masterful message as he delves deeply into Israel’s history, going back to the early days of Israel’s existence in the Old Testament. Having Christ in mind, he explains the intent and meaning of the Levitical system: the inauguration of the priesthood, the construction of the tabernacle and the sacrificial process all point to Christ  Using these themes the writer clearly shows Christ as preeminent and superior to all things in the old era.  Jesus is the fulfillment of the whole Old Testament.
Interspersed through the book, with his argument clearly set forth, the writer urges his readers to hang on to the tenets of faith which they manifested so beautifully in the beginning of their becoming Christians. But he also warns them that to revert back to the old system had profound spiritual consequences.
Since the key concern of the Jewish Christians centered on how they answered the question of authority, the author lifts up Jesus as: 
· Superior to all the previous messengers of God including angels,

· The true High Priest whose priesthood supercedes the Levitical priesthood;

· Greater than the temple;

· Superior to the Law and Traditions;

· A better sacrifice through His shed blood as once for all;

· Therefore, Jesus makes all the old things obsolete by presenting a “new covenant” and new “kingdom” which cannot be shaken.
